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Leonato much ado about nothing character analysis

There are a number of characters in the play, including the lovers Beatrice and Benedick and Hero and Claudio, as well as Don John, Don Pedro and Leonato. (Click the character infographic to download.) This dapper, stand-up guy is the Prince of Arragon, the leader of Benedick and Claudio, a friend of Leonato, the brother of Don John, and lover to...
no one. Don Pedro, sometimes called "Prince," is the most politically and socially powerful character in the play, and is constantly wrapped up in some scheme or another. He’s the enabler that sweet talks Hero secretly on Claudio’s behalf, and the mastermind of the plot to trick Benedick and Beatrice into loving each other. However, Don Pedro also
falls into Don John’s scheme when his brother suggests that Don Pedro’s honor and credibility have been compromised through forming dishonorable match between Claudio and Hero.Don Pedro is something of an elder statesman in the play; Claudio defers to Don Pedro when he wants to get married, and even when Claudio denounces Hero at their
wedding, everyone looks to Don Pedro for guidance. Because of his age and maturity, Don Pedro is more venerable and more complex than Claudio. (Not hard, but still.)Voice Of ReasonHe is constantly the voice of reason, and is something of a peacemaker with his clear speech and anti-dramatic tendencies. (Remember, rather than make a big deal
out of Claudio thinking he’d stolen Hero, he’s just like, "that’s not what happened," and hands the girl over.) While he’s played upon by Don John’s treachery, he doesn’t lash out passionately about the affair, but simply says that the girl is guilty as charged. He’s loyal to his friends, and leaves the wedding with Claudio and his brother... which would be
cool if he hadn’t been mistaken about Hero’s virtue.Don Pedro has a sense of humor throughout the play, and is quick with a joke, but it’s clear that he’s not as down on marriage as the other guys. He notices Beatrice’s quick wit, and even proposes marriage to her. When she shrugs him off, rather than becoming a sad-eyed puppy, he immediately sets
up a scheme to get Beatrice a deserving husband. The maturity he uses to diffuse bad situations is also applied to his own love life; in his personal affairs he seems as level-headed as in political matters. In the end, Don Pedro is alone, and though it’s a source of fun for Benedick, it’s one of the play’s loose ends that is actually pretty sad. Don Pedro is
the closest thing the play has to a tragic character, but he’s not that tragic—because it is definitely a comedy. Minor Characters Leonato Governor of Messina and father to Hero. When Hero is publicly disgraced at her wedding, Leonato is outraged, and cannot decide whether or not to believe in his daughter’s faithfulness to Claudio. Leonato
participates in Don Pedro’s scheme to bring Benedick and Beatrice together. Antonio Leonato’s brother. At the wedding in the final act, he poses as father to Leonato’s niece: in reality, this is Hero in disguise. Balthazar A servant of Don Pedro’s. He flirts with Margaret at the masked dance, and plays music in the garden where Leonato, Don Pedro and
Claudio have arranged for Benedick to overhear them. He is witty, and makes puns on the words nothing and noting. Borachio A minion of Don John’s. He is paid for coming up with and carrying out the scheme to ruin Hero and Claudio’s marriage. Borachio is arrested by the watch after boasting to Conrade about his villainy. Conrade A minion of Don
John’s. During his interrogation, he calls Dogberry an ass, which obsesses the constable for the rest of the play. Dogberry A constable of Messina. Dogberry is not strict with criminals, and cautions the other members of the watch to also leave criminals alone. He misuses language terribly, and his inability to articulate himself is one of the reasons it
takes so long for Don John’s treachery to be revealed. Verges A headborough of Messina. He works with Dogberry, and is insulted by him for being old. Friar Francis He conducts the two weddings. When Hero is disgraced, he is the first one to suspect that she might be innocent. It is his idea to pretend that Hero is dead while the matter is
investigated. Margaret Hero’s witty and flirtatious waiting-gentlewoman. Margaret is seduced by Borachio on the night before the first wedding, as part of his scheme to ruin Hero. Don Pedro and Claudio are looking on from outside, and are lead to believe that Margaret is Hero. Ursula Another of Hero’s waiting gentle-women. Ursula helps Hero
make Beatrice fall in love with Benedick. Leonato’s niece and Hero’s cousin. Beatrice is “a pleasant-spirited lady” with a very sharp tongue. She is generous and loving, but, like Benedick, continually mocks other people with elaborately tooled jokes and puns. She wages a war of wits against Benedick and often wins the battles. At the outset of the
play, she appears content never to marry. Read an in-depth analysis of Beatrice Benedick An aristocratic soldier who has recently been fighting under Don Pedro, and a friend of Don Pedro and Claudio. Benedick is very witty, always making jokes and puns. He carries on a “merry war” of wits with Beatrice, but at the beginning of the play he swears
he will never fall in love or marry. Read an in-depth analysis of Benedick Claudio A young soldier who has won great acclaim fighting under Don Pedro during the recent wars. Claudio falls in love with Hero upon his return to Messina. His unfortunately suspicious nature makes him quick to believe evil rumors and hasty to despair and take revenge.
Hero The beautiful young daughter of Leonato and the cousin of Beatrice. Hero is lovely, gentle, and kind. She falls in love with Claudio when he falls for her, but when Don John slanders her and Claudio rashly takes revenge, she suffers terribly. Don Pedro An important nobleman from Aragon, sometimes referred to as “Prince.” Don Pedro is a
longtime friend of Leonato, Hero’s father, and is also close to the soldiers who have been fighting under him—the younger Benedick and the very young Claudio. Don Pedro is generous, courteous, intelligent, and loving to his friends, but he is also quick to believe evil of others and hasty to take revenge. He is the most politically and socially powerful
character in the play. Read an in-depth analysis of Don Pedro. Leonato A respected, well-to-do, elderly noble at whose home, in Messina, Italy, the action is set. Leonato is the father of Hero and the uncle of Beatrice. As governor of Messina, he is second in social power only to Don Pedro. Don John The illegitimate brother of Don Pedro; sometimes
called “the Bastard.” Don John is melancholy and sullen by nature, and he creates a dark scheme to ruin the happiness of Hero and Claudio. He is the villain of the play; his evil actions are motivated by his envy of his brother’s social authority. Margaret Hero’s serving woman, who unwittingly helps Borachio and Don John deceive Claudio into thinking
that Hero is unfaithful. Unlike Ursula, Hero’s other lady-in-waiting, Margaret is lower class. Though she is honest, she does have some dealings with the villainous world of Don John: her lover is the mistrustful and easily bribed Borachio. Also unlike Ursula, Margaret loves to break decorum, especially with bawdy jokes and teases. Borachio An
associate of Don John. Borachio is the lover of Margaret, Hero’s serving woman. He conspires with Don John to trick Claudio and Don Pedro into thinking that Hero is unfaithful to Claudio. His name means “drunkard” in Italian, which might serve as a subtle direction to the actor playing him. Conrad One of Don John’s more intimate associates,
entirely devoted to Don John. Several recent productions have staged Conrad as Don John’s potential male lover, possibly to intensify Don John’s feelings of being a social outcast and therefore motivate his desire for revenge. Dogberry The constable in charge of the Watch, or chief policeman, of Messina. Dogberry is very sincere and takes his job
seriously, but he has a habit of using exactly the wrong word to convey his meaning. Dogberry is one of the few “middling sort,” or middle-class characters, in the play, though his desire to speak formally and elaborately like the noblemen becomes an occasion for parody. Verges The deputy to Dogberry, chief policeman of Messina. Antonio Leonato’s
elderly brother and Hero's uncle. He is Beatrice’s father. Balthasar A waiting man in Leonato’s household and a musician. Balthasar flirts with Margaret at the masked party and helps Leonato, Claudio, and Don Pedro trick Benedick into falling in love with Beatrice. Balthasar sings the song, “Sigh no more, ladies, sigh no more” about accepting men’s
infidelity as natural. Ursula One of Hero’s waiting women. In order to continue enjoying our site, we ask that you confirm your identity as a human. Thank you very much for your cooperation. In Act 5 Scene 1, of Much Ado About Nothing, Shakespeare writes Leonato as if he acts out fake emotions to legitimize Hero’s death in an attempt to make
Claudio show any sign of guilt over having disgraced Hero. In the beginning of this scene, Leonato bemoans to Antonio while they walk together: “I pray thee, cease thy counsel, / Which falls into mine ears as profitless / As water in a sieve. Give not me counsel, / Nor let no comforter delight mine ear” (5.81.3-7). The statement, “cease thy counsel”,
denotes a form of reverse psychology that enforces Antonio to think that Leonato hurts emotionally and needs comfort. Leonato primes Antonio for the conversation that he and Leonato will have with Claudio, but Leonato goes overboard with his pitiful sentiment…show more content…/ Nay, never lay thy hand upon thy sword. / I fear thee not”
(5.83.53-5). Leonato connects Claudio’s wronging him and a warrior’s slay another in battle. He makes this parallel to invoke Claudio into showing any form of guilt over having killed Hero. Leonato also implies that Claudio shouldn’t fight him because he has already wronged him and, to murder him would be overkill. Antonio, having been primed in
the conversation before with Leonato, only adds validity to the claim that Leonato tries to make, Claudio murdered Hero unjustly. In Leonato's closing remarks to Claudio, Leonato states, “say thou hast belied mine innocent child. / Thy slander hath gone through and through her heart, / And she lies buried with her ancestors, / Oh, in a tomb where
never scandal slept Save this of hers, framed by thy villainy” (5.83.67-71). Once again Leonato tries to make Claudio show any sign of guilt over having killed Hero. He even tries to play with Claudio’s idea of honor by saying that he has not only ruined Hero’s dignity, but that of her entire
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